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removes large bits, 
sand and grit

Incoming 
Sewage

removes small 
solids

removes things that 
are disolved

removes dead bacteria 
and their waste

Cleaned water 
returned to the 
rivers and seas

Sewage
from
pumping
station

Fine screen to 
remove lumps

Lumps go into a 
screening skip

Detritor stage slows 
speed of water so 
heavy grit sinks

Grit

settled water spills over 
into outer channel

Sludge 
sinks and 
is drawn 
off  

Activated sludge tank contains bugs that 
eat and recycle any remaining sewage. 
Air bubbles keep the bugs alive
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Air pump

Spin dryer 
removes water

Dry sludge transported to be 
recycled as a fertilizer or fuel

Active bugs recycled

Sludge sinks 
and is drawn 
off

The rotating arm
sprays settled 
water onto the 
biological filters
where the active
bugs live on the
stones and eat
and recycle the
remaining sewage      


