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Water Environment Improvements   

Project Evidence Form  

Scope  &  Purpose  

 

 

 

Project Name    

 

Project Lead  

Company/  
Organisation  

Named Lead Position 

Woolsington Parish 
Council (WPC) 

John Littleton &  
Joanne Couchman 

Parish Council Members 

Bluespaces Improved  

Year Claimed Proposed Reason For Any Change 

Year 4 1.2 km 1.2 km NA 

Water Environment  Assurance  

 

 

Level 
Project  

Acceptance Date 
Project  

Approval Date 
Completed Project Sign 

Off Date 

Project Team October 2022 NA N/A 

Water Environment Steering 
Group (Internal) 

November 2022 November 2022 N/A 

Water Environment 
Governance Group (External) 

November 2022 November 2022 May 2024 

Project Timescales  

Candidate Project Approved Project Initiated Project Completed  

November 2022 January 2023 December 2023 

Parish Ponds Bluespaces 

This form is to be used by the external Water Environment Governance Group (WEGG), to review, validate 

and formally approve the length of bluespaces improved for the Water Environment Improvements ODI. The 

form will be completed by the Water Environment Team with support from project partners and presented to 

the WEGG. After formal approval, the km of water environment improved will be recorded against the ODI 

and projects will be marked as completed on the Water Environment Scorecard and illustrated as delivered 

in the Bluespaces Mapping Portals. 

This project has been reviewed internally to ensure it has delivered benefits above and beyond our baseline and 

regulatory obligations to improve the water environment accessible to customers across at least two out of three 

aspects. Following our assurance process, the project was approved by both our internal and external groups for review 

before delivery. This form presents evidence of project completion and the outputs achieved, to request project sign off. 
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Project Summary  and Highlights  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

Bluespaces funding has supported delivery of a multi-partner project to improve 1.2 km of water environment 

at a Woolsington Parish Ponds, in the upper Ouse Burn catchment, west of Newcastle.  

Woolsington Parish Council (WPC) considers it a priority to future-proof The Parish Ponds as an important 

bluespace/greenspace area as the population of the area is expected to expand through housing 

development. It is expected and hoped that the site will become an important oasis for wildlife to thrive, as 

well as an essential recreational area for residents, contributing to their increased wellbeing. This project has 

supported delivery of phase 2 of The Parish Ponds project, set out within the Woolsington Parish Council 

(WPC) Management Plan, and informed the development of the next phase supporting wider site ambitions. 

This work has enhanced the local site for both nature and people through footpath and habitat creation and 

improvements, together with offering community engagement activities for local residents.  

This site was visited by the Bluespaces Delivery Manager on 17/04/24 to view the improvements made in this 

project. 

 

 

Highlights  

¶ Creation of a new woodland footpath, to form a longer circular route around the Main Pond whilst 

diverting visitors away from important wildlife areas to reduce disturbance. 

¶ Habitat improvement works to the ponds including marginal vegetation planting, enhancement and 

diversification of pond edges, creation of shallow scrapes and shelter coves for wildlife and removal of 

self-seeded willow saplings. 

¶ Educational days including pond dipping, guided walks with ornithologist and botanist, river dipping, 

invertebrate sampling and interactive river models. 

¶ Volunteering opportunities for site maintenance including litter picking. 
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Maps  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bluespaces improved at the Parish Ponds, Woolsington 
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Project Outputs , Benefits &  Evidence Against Criteria  

 

Access, Facilities & Recreation 
 

Expected Project Outcomes Benefits 

 
1. New access through woodland will direct visitors away from the 

wetland area while retaining views of open water and wetland.  

2. The project will provide the community with the opportunity to 
experience new habitat in addition to the open green & blue 
space benefiting health & wellbeing  

3. Community visitor days will be offered delivered by specialists 
covering topics such as Birds, Butterflies and Moths, Insects, 
and Wildflowers 

ü A1: Increases access to, engagement with and 
enjoyment of the water environment 
 

ü A2: Benefits health and wellbeing 
 

ü A3: Influences positive environmental 
behaviors 

Outputs 

 
 

1. 500m of woodland footpath was created, completed by Haywood Contracting in March 2023, providing new access 
around the western end of the wetlands to divert visitors away from the informally designated óconservationô area. A 
short path was introduced in a second phase enabling access to a small area of the wetlands for visitors to appreciate 
the beauty of the wetland area and its surroundings. 
 

2. Previously there was no access to woodland at the site. The new path provides a woodland walk option, thereby 
enabling visitors to experience the pleasures of woodland habitat and wildlife. In order for the public to enjoy this, a 
small area was created in the woodland for recreational purposes, adjacent to the path, with 3 log seats made from 
trees that had been cleared for the creation of the path. 

 
3. Through the project activities, 250 members of the public were engaged. This included 3 community events hosted by 

project partner Tyne Rivers Trust: 
- 24 June 2023 litter picking and minor site maintenance 
- 22 July 2023 Educational Day óUnderstanding Pond Lifeô ï pond dipping and invertebrate sampling, guided walks 

with ornithologist and botanists 
- 30 Sept 2023 Educational Day at Woolsington village green - óUnderstanding Your Local River` - river dipping and 

invertebrate sampling, SUDS house model, interactive 3D river model, hapazome printing (the Japanese technique 
of smashing flowers and leaves into fabric as leaf dye) 

Event reports are available on request. 

 

Evidence 

 
 

      
 

New woodland footpath 
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Clearing with seating and new wetland viewpoint 
 

     
 

Litter Pick & Site Maintenance, June 2023 
 

 
 


